
The Importance of Voters Lists! 
A Key Tool for Successful Mobilization

July 31, 2018



Presenters

Dan Emmanuel
Senior Research Analyst
National Low Income Housing Coalition
@Dan_Emmanue1 
demmanuel@nlihc.org

Sharon Cornu
Strategic Communications Consultant
Opportunity Partners
@sharon_cornu
sc@sharoncornu.net
Jazmin Posas
Project Assistant
Housing California
jposas@housingca.org

mailto:jlindstrom@nlihc.org
mailto:sc@sharoncornu.net
mailto:jposas@housingca.org


Agenda

• Our Homes, Our Votes Overview
• The Importance of a Voter List
• Targeting Low Income Renters for Registration & 

Mobilization
• The California Case Study

• Using Voter Lists to Pass Ballot Initiatives
• Using Voter Lists to Mobilize Advocates

• Veterans and Affordable Housing Act



Our Homes, Our Votes

Our Homes, Our Votes is NLIHC’s voter engagement effort 
focusing on increasing voter registration and turnout amongst 
low income housing renters and advocates. 



Legal Considerations for 
Nonprofits

501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations ARE allowed to 
participate in voter registration efforts!

501(c)(3)s CAN 

• Register voters
• Educate voters 
• Engage candidates on 

issues
• Get voters to the polls

As long as all efforts and 
activities remain 
NON-PARTISAN!

501(c)(3)s CANNOT

• Make endorsements of any 
political candidates.

• Donate money, resources, 
or time to any particular 
candidate. 

• Any staff engaged in 
partisan political activities 
MUST do so without 
representing the 
organization, NEVER on 
staff time, and NEVER 
using 501(c)(3) resources.



New Resource! 
www.ourhomes-ourvotes.org

• Step-by-step voter 
engagement planning 
resources

• Infographics and images 
for use in your materials

• Articles and updates on 
efforts throughout the 
country

• Recordings of previous 
webinar presentations

• Helpful links to 
additional resources and 
information



Today’s Topic: Voter Lists!

• The most effective voter 
engagement is 
ONGOING

• Registering voters only 
matters if they make it to 
the polls and cast a ballot

• Maximizing efficiency
• Several different levels of 

voter lists



Voter Turnout Rates 
by Income



Finding Low Income Renters
Structuring Your Field



Using the National Housing 
Preservation Database (NHPD) 
for Voter Engagement Efforts

Dan Emmanuel
Senior Research Analyst

National Low Income Housing Coalition



What is the NHPD?

• The National Housing Preservation Database (NHPD) 
is a research tool created by NLIHC and PAHRC for 
identifying federally subsidized housing.
– Its most common use is for research and guiding 

preservation efforts.



How can we use the NHPD for voter engagement?

• NHPD can also serve as a starting point to guide 
voter engagement efforts and begin building a voter 
list for residents of assisted housing. 

• We’ll walkthrough how to identify assisted 
properties and share that data through a map.
– Using tools that are free and accessible to people of all 

skill levels (NHPD and Google Maps).



NHPD EnhancementsAccessing Database

http://preservationdatabase.org/


NHPD EnhancementsAccessing Database



NHPD EnhancementsAccessing Database



NHPD EnhancementsApplying Subsidy Filters



NHPD EnhancementsApplying Subsidy Filters



NHPD EnhancementsApplying Property Filters



NHPD EnhancementsExporting Your Data



NHPD EnhancementsYour Excel Data

• Each row is a property
• Delete unnecessary columns 

(variables)
• Keep:

– Property Name
– Property Address
– City
– State
– Zip
– Total Units
– Lat/Long (if no geocoder for 

addresses)
– County
– Congressional District

• Save



NHPD EnhancementsCreating a Map



NHPD EnhancementsCreating a Map



NHPD EnhancementsCreating a Map



NHPD EnhancementsCreating a Map



NHPD EnhancementsCreating a Map



NHPD EnhancementsCreating a Map



NHPD EnhancementsCreating a Map



NHPD EnhancementsCreating a Map



NHPD EnhancementsCreating a Map



NHPD EnhancementsShare Your Map



NHPD EnhancementsExample of Final Map



Using Voter Lists
Case Studies from California



Why Create a Voter Database?

New Technology
to Propel Electoral and 
Legislative Action

Sharon Cornu for National Low-Income Housing Coalition July 31, 2018



Lessons Learned
• The world of advocacy has changed!
• We need experts and authentic voices
• People directly impacted by issues are 

the most compelling advocates
• Voter databases can engage 

residents of affordable housing in wins 
– on the ballot and in the Legislature



Case Study #1: Electoral

• San Francisco, 2015
• Prop A - $310M
• 73% Yes
• 2004, 2008 measures failed
• Strong tradition of voter 

registration and mobilization 
by community 
development organizers

• Voter turnout of residents 
parallels general electorate
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Teens*, 43
20's, 237

30's, 273

40's, 
386

50's, 634

60's, 871

70's, 
1,489 80's, 

1,748

90's*, 527

Age Distribution

Demographics of Registered Voters in Non-Profit Housing’s San Francisco Voter Match
In September, 2015 NPH created a voter file by matching a roster of properties under members’ management to a voter file at Political 
Data, Inc. More than 6,000 registered voters were identified, and will be contacted with voter education and civic engagement
materials.

Chinese, 
2,255

Latino, 
629

Filipino, 
357

Russian, 
263

Vietnamese, 
254

Jewish, 
142 Korean, 

124

Others, 
2184

Language/Ethnicity 

AGE is recorded at time of first registration, and those 
flagged below 20 years of age, or at 99 years, may reflect 
recording or transcription errors. LANGUAGE and ethnicity 
are estimated through ballot access materials requested, 
nation of birth or surname filter.



Case Study #2: Electoral

• Alameda County 
Measure A1 $580M 
Bond. 73% Yes

• San Mateo County, 
Measure K Sales 
Tax, $44M first year. 
70% Yes

• Santa Clara County, 
Measure A $ 950 M 
Bond. 67.8% Yes –
narrow win

GENERAL PUBLIC
• Strong external

campaign with 
mail, TV, social 
media, voter 
outreach

HOUSING RESIDENTS
• Strong internal

campaign with 
registration, 
outreach, fun stuff!



REGISTERED VOTERS AT NPH MEMBER ADDRESSES
By County and Age Group            Courtesy Non-Profit Housing Assn

65 yrs+ 55-64 45-54 35-44 25-34 18-24 Total

ALAMEDA 6,120 1,508 1,236 1,195 1,675 718 12,452 

CONTRA COSTA 2,394 661 654 586 732 396 5,423 

MARIN 843 169 105 78 80 61 1,336 

NAPA 295 69 40 41 54 57 556 

SAN FRANCISCO 6,851 2,161 1,688 1,315 1,530 703 14,248 

SAN MATEO 1,519 314 238 238 331 193 2,833 

SANTA CLARA 5,661 1,585 1,289 1,197 1,634 1,104 12,470 

SOLANO 1,173 415 265 324 530 219 2,926 

SONOMA 2,639

Total  24,856 6,882 5,515 4,974 6,566 3,451 54,833



Sample Report to Developers/Providers
Property TOTAL Age 

18-29
Age 

30-44
Age 

45-64
Age 
65+

Female Male Turnout 
11/16

Camellia Place 65 21 23 12 9 39 14 59.1%
Cathedral Gardens 63 12 26 22 3 21 25 66.2%
Lorin Station Plaza 17 3 7 3 4 11 2 49.2%
Los Robles Apts 216 59 53 61 43 120 67 58.8%
Rosewood Manor 35 11 12 11 1 18 12 47.2%
Casa Adobe 26 0 1 0 25 20 5 71.4%
Golden Oak Manor 14 1 0 1 12 9 4 47.7%
Golden Oaks 21 0 0 3 18 14 6 71.4%
Oaks 15 2 2 8 3 6 6 61.9%
Rodeo Gateway 19 0 0 4 15 13 6 53.3%
Silver Oak 6 0 1 3 2 3 3 72.7%
The Oaks 17 6 3 5 3 8 6 66.7%



SANTA CLARA COUNTY MEASURE A
$950 MILLION HOMELESS & HOUSING BOND

Resident Registration - June 12,470

Resident Registration – Nov. 15,511

Resident Turnout – Nov. 10,346

Yes – 67.88% 454,284

No 214,968

Margin of  Victory 8,060

Affordable Housing Residents a Key Voting Bloc

Ms. Irma Ortiz
Credit: LifeSTEPS 2016

Database of registered affordable housing residents assists 
outreach

Courtesy Non-Profit Housing Assn.



Emails to Registered 
Voters in Targeted

Districts

Case Study #3: Legislative

Gov. Jerry Brown signs a package of bills putting a $4 
billion housing bond on the November 2018 ballot and 
adding teeth to state housing laws Friday, Sept. 29 in San 
Francisco. Fifteen bills make up the package. (AP 
Photo/Eric Risberg)

• 15 bills include funding, policy:
• $4B Bond
• Permanent source: $125M+
• Inclusionary Zoning fix
• More!



Voter & Email Counts through Database
Courtesy Non-Profit Housing Assn. Jan. 2017 Assemblymember Voters Emails
AD 02 - 2ND ASSEMBLY DISTRICT Jim Wood 1,013 325 
AD 04 - 4TH ASSEMBLY DISTRICT Cecilia Aguiar-Curry 1,487 462 
AD 10 - 10TH ASSEMBLY DISTRICT Marc Levine 3,131 870 
AD 11 - 11TH ASSEMBLY DISTRICT Jim Frazier 3,585 1,172 
AD 14 - 14TH ASSEMBLY DISTRICT Tim Grayson 3,462 1,113 
AD 15 - 15TH ASSEMBLY DISTRICT Tony Thurmond 3,656 1,126 
AD 16 - 16TH ASSEMBLY DISTRICT Catharine Baker 2,059 748 
AD 17 - 17TH ASSEMBLY DISTRICT David Chiu 14,691 3,487 
AD 18 - 18TH ASSEMBLY DISTRICT Rob Bonta 8,105 2,086 
AD 19 - 19TH ASSEMBLY DISTRICT Phil Ting 1,749 443 
AD 20 - 20TH ASSEMBLY DISTRICT Bill Quirk 2,342 744 
AD 22 - 22ND ASSEMBLY DISTRICT Kevin Mullin 2,146 668 
AD 24 - 24TH ASSEMBLY DISTRICT Marc Berman 3,174 886 
AD 25 - 25TH ASSEMBLY DISTRICT Kansen Chu 3,054 910 
AD 27 - 27TH ASSEMBLY DISTRICT Ash Kalra 5,704 1,677 
AD 28 - 28TH ASSEMBLY DISTRICT Evan Low 3,501 1,023 
AD 29 - 29TH ASSEMBLY DISTRICT Mark Stone 79 21 
AD 30 - 30TH ASSEMBLY DISTRICT Ana Caballero 1,144 410 
Total 64,082 18,171 



How the Database was Created
• Power of collaboration and partnership
• NLIHC Preservation Database
• Non-Profit Housing Assn & Housing CA
• California’s premiere online subscription 

(courtesy of foundation funding)
• “Keep It Simple, Smartie” methodology

– Less may not be more, but it is faster
• Skills required to do your own match
• State-specific vendor choices
• Next you’ll hear from Jazmin Posas on what 

we learned about addresses!



For more information:

• Shelterforce, May 2017 article
• Non-Profit Housing Association, 

nonprofithousing.org
• Housing CA and Residents United 

Network, housingca.org/run

Sharon Cornu
www.sharoncornu.net
sc@sharoncornu.net



2018 Efforts



Jazmin Posas joined Housing California in January 
2018. Prior to Housing California, she worked as a 
Program Coordinator for Student Action with 
Farmworkers, as a Program Associate at 
CaliforniaVolunteers, and as an application counselor 
for the Marketplace Exchange.



• Dedicates $1 billion to helping veterans have stable, affordable homes.

• Builds affordable homes and provides supportive housing for struggling 
families and children, people experiencing homelessness and individuals with 
disabilities.

• Helps people live in the communities where they work, while still having 
money for basics like groceries, gas and child care.

• Creates 137,000 jobs and pumps $23.4 billion into California’s economy.

• Tackles top priorities for Californians – building homes, creating jobs and 
boosting the economy.

https://www.housingca.org



Residents United Network



Questions?



Additional Resources



Voter Engagement Tools

https://bit.ly/2NbgSAO https://bit.ly/2mjcgNI

https://bit.ly/2NbgSAO
https://bit.ly/2mjcgNI


Upcoming Webinars

Tuesday, August 7 An Informed Debate: Effectively Engaging Candidates while 
Remaining Non-Partisan

Tuesday, August 14 “I Vote for More Affordable Homes!” Educating Voters Before 
Election Day

Tuesday, August 21 Voter Mobilization: Getting Out the Vote

All Webinars begin at 3:00pm ET
For more information, please visit https://bit.ly/2KooyTi​

https://bit.ly/2KooyTi%E2%80%8B


Our Members Are Our Strength
Please become an NLIHC Member at:
www.NLIHC.org/membership



Contact Us 

Joseph Lindstrom
Manager for Field Organizing
National Low Income Housing Coalition
202-507-7441
jlindstrom@nlihc.org
Twitter: @JosephLindstrom

Dan Emmanuel
Senior Research Analyst
National Low Income Housing Coalition
202-507-7470
@Dan_Emmanue1 
demmanuel@nlihc.org

Sharon Cornu
Strategic Communications Consultant
Opportunity Partners
@sharon_cornu
sc@sharoncornu.net

Jazmin Posas
Project Assistant
Housing California
916-287-9881
jposas@housingca.org
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